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Federal Election Commission § 100.6

(v) The same person or group of per-
sons.

(4)(i) The Commission may examine
the relationship between organizations
that sponsor committees, between the
committees themselves, or between
one sponsoring organization and a com-
mittee established by another organi-
zation to determine whether commit-
tees are affiliated.

(ii) In determining whether commit-
tees not described in paragraphs (g)(3)
(i)–(iv) of this section are affiliated, the
Commission will consider the cir-
cumstantial factors described in para-
graphs (g)(4)(ii) (A) through (J) of this
section. The Commission will examine
these factors in the context of the
overall relationship between commit-
tees or sponsoring organizations to de-
termine whether the presence of any
factor or factors is evidence of one
committee or organization having been
established, financed, maintained or
controlled by another committee or
sponsoring organization. Such factors
include, but are not limited to:

(A) Whether a sponsoring organiza-
tion owns controlling interest in the
voting stock or securities of the spon-
soring organization of another commit-
tee;

(B) Whether a sponsoring organiza-
tion or committee has the authority or
ability to direct or participate in the
governance of another sponsoring orga-
nization or committee through provi-
sions of constitutions, bylaws, con-
tracts, or other rules, or through for-
mal or informal practices or proce-
dures;

(C) Whether a sponsoring organiza-
tion or committee has the authority or
ability to hire, appoint, demote or oth-
erwise control the officers, or other de-
cisionmaking employees or members of
another sponsoring organization or
committee;

(D) Whether a sponsoring organiza-
tion or committee has a common or
overlapping membership with another
sponsoring organization or committee
which indicates a formal or ongoing re-
lationship between the sponsoring or-
ganizations or committees;

(E) Whether a sponsoring organiza-
tion or committee has common or
overlapping officers or employees with
another sponsoring organization or

committee which indicates a formal or
ongoing relationship between the spon-
soring organizations or committees;

(F) Whether a sponsoring organiza-
tion or committee has any members,
officers or employees who were mem-
bers, officers or employees of another
sponsoring organization or committee
which indicates a formal or ongoing re-
lationship between the sponsoring or-
ganizations or committees, or which
indicates the creation of a successor
entity;

(G) Whether a sponsoring organiza-
tion or committee provides funds or
goods in a significant amount or on an
ongoing basis to another sponsoring or-
ganization or committee, such as
through direct or indirect payments for
administrative, fundraising, or other
costs, but not including the transfer to
a committee of its allocated share of
proceeds jointly raised pursuant to 11
CFR 102.17;

(H) Whether a sponsoring organiza-
tion or committee causes or arranges
for funds in a significant amount or on
an ongoing basis to be provided to an-
other sponsoring organization or com-
mittee, but not including the transfer
to a committee of its allocated share of
proceeds jointly raised pursuant to 11
CFR 102.17;

(I) Whether a sponsoring organiza-
tion or committee or its agent had an
active or significant role in the forma-
tion of another sponsoring organiza-
tion or committee; and

(J) Whether the sponsoring organiza-
tions or committees have similar pat-
terns of contributions or contributors
which indicates a formal or ongoing re-
lationship between the sponsoring or-
ganizations or committees.

[45 FR 15094, Mar. 7, 1980, as amended at 45
FR 34867, May 23, 1980; 52 FR 35534, Sept. 22,
1987; 54 FR 34109, Aug. 17, 1989; 54 FR 48580,
Nov. 24, 1989; 61 FR 3549, Feb. 1, 1996]

§ 100.6 Connected organization (2
U.S.C. 431(7)).

(a) Connected organization means any
organization which is not a political
committee but which directly or indi-
rectly establishes, administers, or fi-
nancially supports a political commit-
tee. A connected organization may be a
corporation (including a corporation
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without capital stock), a labor organi-
zation, a membership organization, a
cooperative or a trade association.

(b) For purposes of 11 CFR 100.6, orga-
nizations which are members of the en-
tity (such as corporate members of a
trade association) which establishes,
administers, or financially supports a
political committee are not organiza-
tions which directly or indirectly es-
tablish, administer or financially sup-
port that political committee.

(c) For purposes of 11 CFR 100.6, the
term financially supports does not in-
clude contributions to the political
committee, but does include the pay-
ment of establishment, administration
and solicitation costs of such commit-
tee.

§ 100.7 Contribution (2 U.S.C. 431(8)).
(a) The term contribution includes the

following payments, services or other
things of value:

(1) A gift, subscription, loan (except
for a loan made in accordance with 11
CFR 100.7(b)(11)), advance, or deposit of
money or anything of value made by
any person for the purpose of influenc-
ing any election for Federal office is a
contribution.

(i) For purposes of 11 CFR 100.7(a)(1),
the term loan includes a guarantee, en-
dorsement, and any other form of secu-
rity.

(A) A loan which exceeds the con-
tribution limitations of 2 U.S.C. 441a
and 11 CFR part 110 shall be unlawful
whether or not it is repaid.

(B) A loan is a contribution at the
time it is made and is a contribution to
the extent that it remains unpaid. The
aggregate amount loaned to a can-
didate or committee by a contributor,
when added to other contributions
from that individual to that candidate
or committee, shall not exceed the con-
tribution limitations set forth at 11
CFR part 110. A loan, to the extent it is
repaid, is no longer a contribution.

(C) Except as provided in (D), a loan
is a contribution by each endorser or
guarantor. Each endorser or guarantor
shall be deemed to have contributed
that portion of the total amount of the
loan for which he or she agreed to be
liable in a written agreement. Any re-
duction in the unpaid balance of the
loan shall reduce proportionately the

amount endorsed or guaranteed by
each endorser or guarantor in such
written agreement. In the event that
such agreement does not stipulate the
portion of the loan for which each en-
dorser or guarantor is liable, the loan
shall be considered a loan by each en-
dorser or guarantor in the same pro-
portion to the unpaid balance that
each endorser or guarantor bears to the
total number of endorsers or guaran-
tors.

(D) A candidate may obtain a loan on
which his or her spouse’s signature is
required when jointly owned assets are
used as collateral or security for the
loan. The spouse shall not be consid-
ered a contributor to the candidate’s
campaign if the value of the can-
didate’s share of the property used as
collateral equals or exceeds the
amount of the loan which is used for
the candidate’s campaign.

(E) If a political committee makes a
loan to any person, such loan shall be
subject to the limitations of 11 CFR
part 110. Repayment of the principal
amount of such loan to such political
committee shall not be a contribution
by the debtor to the lender committee.
Such repayment shall be made with
funds which are subject to the prohibi-
tions of 11 CFR 110.4(a) and part 114.
The payment of interest to such com-
mittee by the debtor shall be a con-
tribution only to the extent that the
interest paid exceeds a commercially
reasonable rate prevailing at the time
the loan is made. All payments of in-
terest shall be made from funds subject
to the prohibitions of 11 CFR 110.4(a)
and part 114.

(ii) For purposes of 11 CFR 100.7(a)(1),
the term money includes currency of
the United States or of any foreign na-
tion, checks, money orders, or any
other negotiable instruments payable
on demand.

(iii) (A) For purposes of 11 CFR
100.7(a)(1), the term anything of value
includes all in-kind contributions. Un-
less specifically exempted under 11
CFR 100.7(b), the provision of any goods
or services without charge or at a
charge which is less than the usual and
normal charge for such goods or serv-
ices is a contribution. Examples of
such goods or services include, but are
not limited to: Securities, facilities,
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